Florida Division of Emergency Management
Debris Removal Quick Guide
Public Assistance Projects

Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM), Public Assistance (PA) Program, is providing this information to
avoid jeopardizing applicants’ eligibility for reimbursement from the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) for debris removal and disposal.

Debris can include downed trees, silt, sand, building components, wreckage, and personal property. Debris must be
separated for proper handling, transport and disposal of hazardous materials and toxic waste including asbestos
containing materials, lead-based paints, and household chemicals.

FEMA may reimburse reasonable costs associated with debris removal, such as labor, disposal fees, monitoring costs,
equipment costs, material costs, or contract costs. Contracts must comply with federal regulations (2 CFR 200.320) as
well as State and local procurement standards.

FEMA ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
1. You must be an Eligible Applicant as defined in the Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide (PAPPG),

page 10, and have the legal responsibility, page 21, to be reimbursed for debris

removal. https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/111781

2. Debris was generated by the disaster event and is located on improved property or rights-of-way of an eligible
Public Assistance applicant.
3. When there is a serious threat to lives, public health and safety, it eliminates the immediate threat of damage to

improved property, or it assists the economic recovery of the community-at-large.

PERMITTING AND DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

1. Source documentation including timesheets, work logs, equipment use logs, receipts, load tickets, monitoring

logs, contracts, mutual aid agreements;
Document including volume or weight and pickup location(s)

3. Document debris management site(s), transfer stations, and final disposal location(s) including permit
documentation including Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection authorization or landfill permit number;

4. TDSR/Debris Management Site Approval: To obtain approval for a new TDSR or final disposal location, or to
activate a site pre-approved, contact your regional FL Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). Permit

information may be found here: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/info/permitting.htm

5. Debris burning (vegetative debris only):
Must obtain a burn permit or letter of approval from the FL Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services: http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire/Resources/Fire-

Tools-and-Downloads/W eb-Based-Open-Burn-Authorization-Request-WebOBA
a. All burning MUST comply with State regulations including FDEP guidance on Open Pile Burning

here: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/mainpage/em/2017 ffiles/PostStorm Guidance OpenPileBurning.pdf

b. For Air Curtain Incinerators guidance,
visit: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/mainpage/em/2017files/PostStorm Guidance AirCurtainincinerator.pdf

In addition, there may be other local ordinances that apply in your area; be sure to check with your local fire

department or county fire marshal prior to burning.
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